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Salvete, mi amici!

 I hope you are all as excited as I am for our upcoming Area and State conventions. The rest of 
the TSJCL board and I have been hard at work preparing, organizing, and planning to ensure that 
this convention is the most amazing yet. We’re so pleased to introduce new contests and activities, 
and our secretary, Hannah Zawatski, has put together an incredible series of colloquia. Atascocita 
High School has a beautiful campus with facilities that are perfect for our convention.
 I want to encourage all of you to make the most of your experience at TSJCL Convention 2016, 
and one of the best ways to do this is to run for a State office. This is my second year as an officer, and 
nothing is as rewarding as experiencing State as an officer after meticulously planning for months 
and months. To learn more about running for office,  see the Parliamentarian’s letter on page 3.
 I can’t wait to see all of you in April!

Cum amore,
 Katherine Salinas
 2015-2016 TSJCL Editor

Salvete, TSJCLers!

 In light of this year’s state con-
vention theme, “sine amicitia vitam 
esse nullam” (without friendship, life 
is nothing), I hope to welcome all of 
you, as friends and family, to the TS-
JCL State Convention on April 22nd 
and 23rd at the beautiful Atascocita High School in Humble, Texas! State is always a bright spot in 
the year, but the upcoming convention will have some extra events that will make it especially excit-
ing. To begin, along with the usual mélange of activities (academic tests, Ludi, Olympika, certamen, 
et cetera), this year’s state will feature a celebration in honor of Rome’s 2,769th birthday, which will 
fall on the Thursday before convention. The celebration will feature karaoke, fun, and a gladiatorial 
bouncy house available all day Saturday, so you don’t want to miss out! Additionally, a new Ludi 
event will be unveiled this April! This Hunger Games-esque event, called Globus Rex, puts a new 
spin on the ancient art of “Capture the Flag” with the addition of a new arena and teams gathered 
from each of the five areas.

 Without a doubt, this year’s TSJCL will be one for the scrapbooks, and I hope you all have the 
chance to compete! Valete, amici! I can’t wait to see you at State!

Gratias vobis ago,
 David Mann
 2015-2016 TSJCL President
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Salvete!

 Do you have a fierce love for the Classics? Do you have a desire to lead others in their quest for 
knowledge of the ancient world? Do you live for the enriching community that is the TSJCL and wish to 
be a part of the State Convention planning process?  If the answer is yes, consider running for TSJCL State 
Office!

 First and foremost, find the office that suits you best! Go to tsjcl.org for information on what each 
position entails. Look for a position that best fits you – organized, streamlined scholars may prefer Secretary 
or Treasurer, whereas more creative and design-oriented classicists may find Historian a better fit for them. 

 Once you’ve found your niche, consult the TSJCL Bylaws (Downloads>Current>Bylaws) to ensure 
you meet all candidate requirements. Next, talk with your sponsor and acquire the 2016-2017 Nominations 
Form, found both on the TSJCL website and in the State Convention registration packet sent to your school. 
All applications for elections should be postmarked no later than March 19th and either emailed to me or 
sent to the address on the application. 

 At the State Convention, hopeful candidates’ attendance is required on April 22nd at Nominations 
Committee. Here, you will give a short speech to chapter representatives where you will introduce yourself 
and formally announce your candidacy. (Please note that Nominations Committee is the first time you 
may announce that you are seeking office.) Immediately following the Elections Assembly, where you will 
be required to give a speech before the entire convention, the Candidates’ Open Forum will be held so that 
student representatives may ask you campaign-related questions. Additionally, the applications for the ap-
pointed positions of Parliamentarian, Webmaster, and Editor will be due after the State Convention. Check 
the TSJCL website periodically for more info. 

Still having doubts? Here’s what other officers have to say about running for office:

 “I have absolutely loved being an officer. It used to be that every time I left a convention or competi-
tion, I felt like I was leaving behind my love for the classics. Now I can take it with me, because I’m working 
with other people who love Latin and the TSJCL just as much as I do all year round. The student officer 
board really feels like a family, and I’m eternally grateful I get to be a part of it.” 
 – David Mann, TSJCL President

 “As an officer you really get to see how much the JCL can affect people’s lives, and you also get a hand 
in affecting the JCL experience of others in one way or another.” 
 – Trace Turner, TXSCL Vice President and NSCL President

My time on the TSJCL Board has been one of the most rewarding experiences of my high school career! If 
you too feel called to serve your fellow classicists, please email me at parliamentarian@tsjcl.org and start 
your journey to becoming one of the next members to guard the JCL torch!

Gratias ago,
 Shravi Lam
 2015-2016 TSJCL Parliamentarian
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Why I Did JCL
by Trace Turner

 “I want to give back,” “This organization has given me so much,” “I want to extend my friendly-hand 
of JCL!” These are just some of the usual cliches you hear during candidate speeches at the State and National 
level. But the thing is they are all true. The JCL gives its students so much and as an officer you really get to 
see how much JCL can affect people’s lives and you also get a hand in affecting the JCL experience in one way 
or another. 

 When I was at my second TSJCL State Convention at Atascocita High School in 2009, I had the idea 
of running for a state office. The idea of contributing to this huge organization that was already so special to 
me was a dazzling idea that firmly wedged itself in my head. This burning fascination and curiosity with state 
office eventually lead me to apply for the position of TSJCL Editor in 2011 for the upcoming school year. 

 After an amazing first convention as an officer in 2011 at Eastern Kentucky University, I was making 
The Torch for the fall which included all the names of Texans who won awards at nationals and their pictures 
as well. When making this publication I was really able to see how many people there are in this organization 
and how much joy it brings each of them. I knew that as an officer I owed it to no one but them, the TSJCL, 
to run the best state convention that I could. This is why I was an officer: for each and every TSJCLer. 

 This amazing state position and experience lead me to try my luck and run for a national office the 
following convention at Wake Forest University. I wanted to continue to serve this JCL and affect JCLers on 
a personal level and in a positive way. I also realized that publications were a wonderful to connect an entire 
organization in a personal way for each delegate who reads The Torch. By the end of the convention I was 
elected the Editor for the National Junior Classical League and would have my hand in the planning of the 
2013 NJCL Convention in Las Vegas. 

 Running for office was one of the best decisions I made in my high school and JCL careers. The ex-
perience was incredibly rewarding and enlightening and I wouldn’t trade it for anything. The people I met 
and got to work with were incredible each in their own respects and taught me so much. Also doing work for 
something you love so much is almost addicting. Since I finished out my JCL career I was appointed the Na-
tional Senior Classical League Editor for the 2014 Emory Convention. Then I was elected as Vice President 
of the NSCL for the 2015 Trinity convention. And finally I can’t wait to see you all at Indiana University as 
President of the NSCL this coming summer. Vos amo! I do hope you consider running for an officer in the 
future and don’t be afraid to reach out with any questions.

Semper,
Trace Turner
2015-2016 NSCL President
2015-2016 TXSCL Vice President
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Area A Convention
February 27

Clear Lake High School, Houston
Morgan Salgy, Area A Chair

areaa@tsjcl.org

Area B Convention
February 20

Antonian High School, San Antonio
Daniel Knisley, Area B Chair

areab@tsjcl.org

Area C Convention
February 13

Lewisville High School, Lewisville
Jesus Garcia, Area C Chair

areac@tsjcl.org

Area D Convention
February 27

Frenship High School, Wolfforth
*Globus Rex will be offered!

Christopher Jerabek, Guy Morales, Area D Chairs
aread@tsjcl.org

Area F Convention
February 20

Rouse High School, Austin
*Globus Rex will be offered!

Hayleigh Bardin, Area F Chair
areaf@tsjcl.org
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Proposed Bylaw Amendment No. 1
Article IV Section 1: Duties of the President

Current
 The President:
 “Shall carry out the policies of the TSJCL and shall perform all other functions usually attributed to this 
 office.” (Article IV Section 1 part “k”)
Proposed
 Remove Article IV section 1 part “k” entirely. 
Rationale
 Part “k” should be removed because it has the exact wording as part “j” above it, which also states that the  
 President “Shall carry out the policies of the TSJCL and shall perform all other functions usually attributed 
 to this office.”

Proposed Bylaw Amendment No. 2
Article IV Section 6: Duties of the Historian

Current
 The Historian: “Shall be in charge of the Latin Club of the Year contest, photo contest, Scrapbook Contest,  
 publicity contest and other contests as needed.” (Article IV Section 6 part “e”)
Proposed
 Change Article IV Section 6 part “e” to state that the Historian:
 “Shall be in charge of the Latin Club of the Year contest, Scrapbook contest, Publicity contest, Poster contest,  
 and other contests as needed.”
Rationale
 Adding the poster contest to the duties of the Historian and removing the photography contest from the 
 Historian’s jurisdiction would more clearly define officer duties and mirror the TSJCL officer handbook, 
 since this has been a spot for confusion for Historians in the past. 

Proposed Bylaw Amendment No. 3
Article IV Section 7: Duties of the Editor

Current
 Currently under the Bylaws, the Editor is responsible for the design and distribution of the TORCH and 
 Convention Issue. 
Proposed
 Add Article IV Section 7 Part “f ” to state that the Editor:
 “Shall be in charge of the photography contests, t-shirt contests, and other contests as needed.”
Rationale
 Placing the photography contests and t-shirt contests under the responsibility of the Editor would more 
 clearly delegate the difference between Editor and Historian duties and mirror the TSJCL officer handbook,
 as this has been a spot for confusion in the past. 
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Greenhill Middle and Upper Schools   
 On October 26, the Greenhill Middle School welcomed new JCLers to their JCL through the annual Initia-
tion Ceremony. The Initiation Ceremony is an annual event to officially welcome new JCLers into Greenhill School 
JCL. The initiates go through a maze made from desks, otherwise known as “the Underworld.” The students being 
initiated have to go through “the Underworld” blindfolded. In preparation for the event, Middle School Latin teacher 
Magistra Romanosky arranged the desks into a maze and decorated the room in spirit of the theme. That afternoon, 
the Middle School Latin room transformed into a makeshift “Underworld.” Once the process began, new JCLers 
were blindfolded and led through the maze by an initiated JCLer. Each person had to “cross the River Styx” (step in a 
sandbox), feel “Argus’s eyeballs” (gummy bears), and drink “Caesar’s blood” (grape juice). Once all students officially 
passed, all the JCLers signed their names in Magistra Romanosky’s book. The book has signatures from all Greenhill 
JCL delegates that started in Middle School. The celebration 
ended with popcorn, Gatorade, gummy bears, and other 
snacks that were the intimidating elements of the Underworld. 
 The Greenhill Upper School JCL began the year with 
the addition of Latin teacher Magistra Hudec and the intent of 
increasing Upper School participation and enthusiasm for Lat-
in Club. Now the club has members of all grades, and nearly 
all are regular members. Meetings are also planned to ensure 
no meeting time is wasted. For example, the club celebrated 
Saturnalia with a gift exchange and a potluck.
 The most notable change, however, is the addition of 
community service events. TSJCL 2nd Vice President Nikhil 
Rao organizes community service opportunities for the club. One of our favorite projects was spending a meeting 
making and decorating cards for the Ronald McDonald Foundation. 
 -Areeba Amer, Greenhill JCL Editor

Westlake High School
 At 242 members and counting, Westlake Latin Club is one 
of the largest Latin Clubs in the state, firmly built on the special 
traditions that make Westlake Latin Club unique. We started this 
year off with a bang with our annual Latin Kickoff Party. The club’s 
avid Latin lovers met at the local park to play ultimate frisbee, eat 
Rudy’s BBQ, and practice for the National Latin Exam. At another 
get-together, we dominated competition at Blazer Tag Adventure 
Center, wielding laser guns and Hunger Games-style prowess.
 We strive to foster a passion for Latin throughout tough 
competitions as well—our certamen teams meet every week. The 
Intermediate Certamen team won 3rd Place in a battle against other schools at this year’s Crusader Classic. We also 
have a years-long 1st Place Sweepstakes winning streak at Area and top-10 streak at State.
 In an effort to show Westlake that Latin is alive and thriving, many of our announcements are made on the 
schoolwide news program, as well as on fliers around the school. In addition, our club is closely connected through 
social media like Facebook and Instagram, as well as an elected officer and tribune system that reaches every Latin 
class. All of this to say: the Westlake Latin Club is an organization designed to not only give students the opportunity 
to dive into the classics and ancient Roman culture, but also to create connections and foster leadership and other 
skills that will serve its members in high school and throughout life.
 -Matteo Brunel and Grace Li, Westlake JCL Aediles
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ClassiCal Crossword

Across
5. Ovid
7. empty
9. Aurelia
10. Vergil
11. augere
13. Vesuvius
15. 64AD
16. Leto
17. 753BC
18. Minotaur

Down
1. Daedalus
2. Romulus
3. hope
4. Athena
6. island
8. periculum
12. Eurydice
14. Lesbia

Fall Torch Crossword Key

Across
3. promulsis
7. Nerva
9. frequentative
10. augur
12. Creusa
14. Lucretius
16. ungo
17. socrus

Down
1. Polydora
2. chiasmus
3. Petronius
4. Maecenas
5. Tanaquil
6. excelsior
8. Horace
11. Alectryon
13. quercus
15. Andes

Across
3. synonym for ‘gustatio’
7. the first Good Emperor
9. ‘ventitare’ is a __________ verb
10. priest who read the flight of birds
12. Aeneas’s first wife
14. author of ‘De Rerum Natura’
16. Latin option for ‘I anoint’
17. Latin for ‘mother-in-law’

Down
1. daughter of Meleager and Cleopatra
2. ABBA word order
3. author of the ‘Satyricon’
4. Vergil’s patron
5. wife of Tarquinius Priscus
6. motto of New York
8. author of the ‘Sermones’
11. Ares turned him into a rooster
13. Latin for ‘oak tree’
15. town where Vergil was born

Winter Torch Crossword Key


