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Parliamentarian’s letter- 2

Amarillo High School- the site of the 2015 TSJCL State Convention
Photo Credits: Gabby Sagun
Salvete!
Do you have a fierce love for the Classics? Do you have a desire to lead others in their quest for
knowledge of the ancient world? Do you live for the enriching community that is the TSJCL and wish to
be a part of the State Convention planning process?  If the answer is yes, consider running for TSJCL State
Office!
First and foremost, find the office that suits you best! Go to tsjcl.org for information on what each
position entails. Look for a position that best fits you – organized, streamlined scholars may prefer Secretary or Treasurer, whereas more creative and design-oriented classicists may find Historian a better fit for
them. (Hint: check out the Contacts tab for a quick synopsis of duties!) Once you’ve found your niche, consult the TSJCL Bylaws (Downloads>Current>Bylaws) to ensure you meet all candidate requirements. Next,
talk with your sponsor and acquire the 2015-2016 Nominations Form, included in the State Convention registration packet sent to your school. All applications for elections should be postmarked no later than March
7, and sent to the address on the application.
At the State Convention, hopeful candidates’ attendance is required Friday, March 27 at Nominations Committee. Here, you will give a two minute speech to chapter representatives where you will introduce yourself and formally announce your candidacy. (Please note, Nominations Committee is the first time
you may announce that you are seeking office.) Campaign materials are not go up until the conclusion of
this meeting.
Pending your approval by the Nominations Committee, you will be required to give a speech before
the entire convention at the Elections Assembly on Saturday, March 28, with an opening statement from
a fellow student. Immediately following this assembly, the Candidates’ Open Forum will be held so that
student representatives may ask you campaign-related questions.
Additionally, the applications for the appointed positions of Parliamentarian, Webmaster, and Editor
will be due after the State Convention. Check the TSJCL website periodically for more info.
My time on the TSJCL Board has been one of the most rewarding experiences of my high school career! If
you too feel called to serve your fellow classicists, please email me at parliamentarian@tsjcl.org and start
your journey to becoming one of the next members to guard the flaming JCL torch!
Ab imo pectore,
				Caren Valenciano
				2014-2015 TSJCL Parliamentarian
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I interviewed three former JCLers to find out more about their Classical Studies in college.

Brittany Hardy
Brittany Hardy is a Classics Major at Millsaps College in Jackson,
Mississippi. Brittany’s was highly involved with the TSJCL in high
school and also currently works to coordinate with the MSJCL
each year to coordinate its state convention.
Photo Credits: Brittany Hardy and Millsaps Classics Department

Why did you decide to continue studying the Classics in college?
The first college classics class I took was a translation course reading Apuleius’s The Golden Ass. I was
completely thrown in headfirst as a college freshman into an upper level translation class sitting amongst upperclassmen, and we read faster and more proficiently than I ever would’ve imagined possible; I absolutely loved it.
The Golden Ass chronicles the misadventures of Lucius, a very curious man, as he transforms himself from a man
into a donkey. He is granted salvation from the omnipotent goddess Isis under the agreement that, after his metamorphosis back into a man, he join her cult. I knew I was interested in classical studies before entering college,
but reading The Golden Ass in translation completely solidified Classical Studies as my college major and future
career field. What I have discovered since then is that Classical Studies is a degree like no other. Within classics,
students study philosophy, language, literature, archaeology, history, gender, art history, anthropology, and so
much more. Classical studies itself is so interdisciplinary, and there is an infinite amount of room for specialization. This wide array of options within such a seemingly narrow field is what I find so captivating about Classics.
How do you plan to apply these studies later in life?
After my first semester in college, I discovered a love for art
history. Because of this, I have decided to augment my classics degree
with minors in art history and museum studies. After graduation, I hope
to enroll in graduate school in either museum studies or a classical archaeology. With this, I would really like to work in a museum curating
and preserving ancient art. A field like this would allow me to continue
learning about ancient Greece and Rome and continue using my Greek
and Latin skills while also educating the public about ancient Greco-Roman society, and I can think of few things more rewarding.
Please describe your experience with the Classics at the college level.
In high school, JCL was the highlight of my spring semester. Now
that I am in college, going to class everyday seems like JCL. My classes this
semester include Vergil in translation, Lysias in translation, Latin Epigraphy,
and Gender and Sexuality in the Ancient World. Sitting in Latin class in high
school, I never would have thought classes so specific could have even existed.
Well they do exist, and they are awesome.
Also in college, I have been given the opportunity to write about what
excites me, something that I have found that I really enjoy. I wrote a paper
freshman year on the classical tradition in Botticelli’s painting The Birth of Venus, and I have presented that paper at several academic conferences. Classical
studies in college opens countless doors for students of varied interests.
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What sort of work have you been able to do beyond
translation in the classroom with the Classics?
This semester in particular I have had the opportunity
to pursue independent research, something I have very much
enjoyed. I am doing a directed study under my advisor on Latin
epigraphy, particularly graffiti, in Herculaneum, one of the ancient Roman cities devastated by the eruption of Mount Vesuvius. Inscriptions were an integral part of ancient Roman society,
politics, and the economy appearing everywhere—road signs,
pediments, bricks, and even loom weights. Every summer, my
advisor goes to Herculaneum with the Herculaneum Graffiti
Project to photograph and assess the condition of extant wall
inscriptions, and next summer I will be going with her team to
assist in the research. Also as part of my directed study, I update
the Epigraphic Database Roma, which has taught me lots of
technical skills necessary for professional study in classics.
I am also beginning my Honors Project next semester. Classical studies honors projects at Millsaps are a
four-semester (8 credit hour) commitment in which students work closely with a professor to craft a proposal and
research relevant documents, artwork, literature, data, etc. in order to write a 75-100 page paper and present it at
academic conferences. For example, in my honors project, I will unify ancient Greek lyric poetry, ancient art, and
platonic philosophy to research the goddess Aphrodite and her perception in high classical Athenian society.
Anything to add?
Studying classics in college has granted me the opportunity to study abroad for a semester. In fact, it is
highly encouraged for classics majors at Millsaps to study abroad for some period of time. Next semester, fall
2015, I will be living in Athens, Greece. While abroad, I will be taking very specific classes not offered at my
home university, and I will have the opportunity to see and experience for myself everything that I have been
studying for the past several years.

isaiah apfel
Isaiah Apfel is a Classics major at University of California,
Berkley.
Isaiah is also the former TSJCL President (2013-2014) and
currently serves as the TXSCL Secretary.
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Why did you decide to continue studying the Classics in college?
I loved Latin during high school and I wanted to continue studying it. Originally, I thought about just
taking some Latin classes and possibly doing a Latin minor. After talking to the awesome undergraduate advisor, I
decided that I could try for the Classical Languages major. This meant that not only could I continue reading more
Latin, but I could try learning Greek as well.
How do you plan to apply these studies later in life?
I’m most likely not going to pursue Classics as a career, but I think that studying the Classics offers a
wonderful counterbalance to the rest of my math and science courses. I think the disciplines of Latin help develop
a different way of thinking and work many parts of your brain. I also want to travel after college and by studying
the Classics, I hope to be able to study other modern languages.
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Please describe your experience with the Classics at the college level.
So far, I’ve taken one Latin class and am currently in my second Greek class. It’s been really cool to study
the languages again under different teachers with differing opinions. My Latin class was over Caesar’s De Bello
Gallico and Cicero’s Pro Lege Manilia. Having already studied Caesar in AP Latin, it was really cool to read it
again and get a different professors thoughts on the writing, especially without the pressure of the AP Test looming over us. The coolest thing about studying Classics is actually the department. Regardless of where you go, the
Classics department is bound to be fairly small and tight-knit. The classes usually have small numbers and you get
to know the other students as well as the professors really well. We’ve had a few mixers for the Classics people
and I got to know my Latin professor pretty well.
What kind of exposure to the Classics do you gain at the college level that we don’t get in high school?
While I loved the Latin teachers I had in high school, it’s really cool to get multiple professors’ thoughts
on the Classical world. My teachers so far have been both graduate students and tenured professors. My Greek
professor right now is actually from Greece and has some really cool insight on the changes Greek has undergone
as well as some of the more relevant cultural aspects of the language.
What sort of work have you been able to do beyond translation in the classroom with the Classics?
The awesome thing about studying Classics in college is the amount of resources available to you. The
coolest thing we did in my Greek class last semester was take a trip to the main campus library. The library holds
the Center for the Tebtunis Papyri, which is a collection of papyrus fragments found at an archaeological dig in
Egypt between 1899 and 1900. This collection is the largest collection of papyrus documents in the Americas and
we actually got to look at the fragments in person. We could even make out some of the words and tried to read
these scripts dating all the way back to the 3rd century BC!

Elizabeth Hamm

Elizabeth Hamm is a Classics major at
the University of Texas, Austin.
During high school, she was part of the Hawaii Junior Classical League. She currently is active with the TXSCL.
Photo Credits: Kevin Rutherford
Why did you decide to continue studying the Classics in college?
I decided to keep studying the Classics in college because I knew there was much more to learn, through
my classical studies, than I had seen in high school. I wanted to read authors I hadn’t studied before, such as Cicero and Catullus. I also wanted to start Greek in college, to gain access to even more authors. After one semester
of Greek, though, I decided that I didn’t want to continue with it -- I was much more passionate about Latin. Now,
I’m double-majoring in Latin and English. Both majors allow me to focus on literature, and studying literature is
what makes me happiest.
How do you plan to apply these studies later in life?
I want to continue with Latin throughout my life. My goal is to be able to pick up just about any kind of
Latin text and read it easily. I don’t know if I will teach Latin, but I want it to always be a part of my life. Every
day, I use skills I learned through studying Latin. The Latin structures I’ve seen help me understand grammatical
relationships in English. When I read Shakespeare, I can quickly guess the sense of his unusual syntax, because
I’ve developed an intuition for language in the years I’ve studied Latin. I use the stories and poems I’ve read in
Latin to enrich discussions in my English classes; Latin has expanded the range of comparisons I can make in literature. If I go to graduate school for English, I know that my classical training will help me understand what I read
and express my ideas about it.
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Please describe your experience with the Classics at the college level.
I go to The University of Texas at Austin, which has an excellent Classics department. Last semester,
I took Advanced Latin, Introduction to Mythology, and First-Year Greek I. My favorite class was Advanced
Latin -- because the professor, Dr. Nethercut, taught my high school Latin teacher, Randy Thompson,
when Mr. Thompson was at UT! “He always had a special quality about him,” said Dr. Nethercut. And Mr.
Thompson said, “If you learn half as much from him as I did...!” Dr. Nethercut’s class was the perfect transition into college-level Latin. We read Livy and Ovid, and we studied patterns in Latin sentence structure.
This semester, I’m taking History of Rome: The Empire, Death and the Afterlife in Greco-Roman Antiquity,
Exemplarity in Latin Literature, and some classes for my English major. I’m looking forward to many more
semesters of exciting classes in Latin and classical civilization.
Anything to add?
I love UT and the Classics department here. If you have any questions about Classics here, or just
about The University, please email me! My email address is elizabethhamm619@gmail.com. Hook ‘em, and
cura ut valeas!

adventures at the airport

On their way home from the Fall Board Meeting in Amarillo, Texas, many of the
TSJCL board members were stranded in airports due to inclement weather.
Photo Credits: Gabby Sagun

Our brave President takes an inspirational nap.

Bonding with card games!

The lovely ladies of the TSJCL pose.

Someone sets up cots for the many overnight layovers.

